CHAPTER XXXIX
THE  STAR OF ISIS
ELSEWHERE I have shown the great importance which the
ancient Egyptians paid to the rising of the bright star Sirius
at sunrise about Midsummer. They identified the star with
their great goddess Isis, and the observation of its rising
served to correct the error of their civil year of three hundred
and sixty-five days, though only after the lapse of fourteen
hundred and sixty solar years.1
In modern times the same observation of the rising of
Sirius at Midsummer was employed by the Bafioti of Loango
to correct their calendar of twelve lunar months, which they
did by inserting an intercalary month about every third year.
As usual, they regarded the intercalary month as an unlucky
or evil time when the hovering souls were playing their
mischievous pranks at their maddest. But at the close of
the month, when the rising of the new moon once more
coincided with the rising of Sirius at Midsummer, the appear-
ance of the bright star was greeted with shouts of joy as a
sign of redemption for the world. This custom was observed
in the old days, when Loango was an independent country
under its own king. The king marked every intercalary
month by inserting in the ground a post or carved elephant's
tusk, and the post or tusk afterwards served to ornament his
tomb, and so to record roughly the length of his reign. In
modern times the ancient custom seems to have fallen into
desuetude.2
1 Adonis, Attis, Osiris, ii, 33 sqq.         * Die Loango  Expedition, in.  2.
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